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Last summer, the “CONNECT/DISCONNECT | ASAO TOKOLOxnoiz" exhibition at LIXIL Gallery
(which closed permanently in September 2020) was converted to an online exhibition due to the
coronavirus pandemic. Now, artist Asao Tokolo and the architectural design studio noiz have
teamed up again for an exhibition at INAX Museums in a real space enclosed by clay walls. Like the
online show, this one takes its title from Tokolo’s theme of “connecting,” which he expresses
through the creation of kaleidoscopic patterns that represent all manner of relationships. This time,
however, the exhibition title reverses the order of the words DISCONNECT and CONNECT to
celebrate the revival of connections temporarily severed by the pandemic.

Asao Tokolo is widely known for his design of the emblems for the Tokyo 2020 Olympics and
Paralympics. Using the tiling technique to cover flat surfaces with simple geometric forms that
intertwine in a myriad variations and seem to stretch into infinity, he has created a universe of
distinctive “Tokolo Patterns.”

This exhibition features Tokolo Patterns made of actual tile, a common element of architecture.
A leader in the use of computational design to dramatically expand design frontiers, noiz has
collaborated with the artist to produce works covered with ceramic tiles based on Tokolo's original
patterns and rules. The variegated tile surfaces fill an exhibit space designed by noiz. Amid a
dynamic environment of program-generated imagery and sound, these patterns dance and pulse
like living organisms. Don’t miss a unique opportunity to experience the magic of tiling firsthand,
only at INAX Museums in Tokoname.
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