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LIXIL Receives Deputy-Chief’s Award (from the Minister of Foreign Affairs)
at the Second Japan SDGs Awards
Award recognizes LIXIL’s initiatives to address global sanitation challenge
Tokyo, Japan – LIXIL, maker of pioneering water and housing products, on December 21 received the
Deputy-Chief’s Award (from the Minister of Foreign Affairs) at the second Japan SDGs Awards, sponsored
by the SDGs Promotion Headquarters comprising all cabinet ministers. The Japan SDGs Awards
recognize exceptional efforts by companies and other organizations toward achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) established by the United Nations.

Japan SDGs Award ceremony held at the Prime Minister’s Official Residence
LIXIL has been conducting activities aimed at resolving the social and sanitation issues brought by a lack
of toilet facilities through public-private partnerships and other initiatives to provide sanitary toilets to
people around the world.
This award recognizes LIXIL’s development of innovative and affordable SATO toilet products for
developing countries, the establishment of a local production and sales structure for SATO and
supporting employment based on the concept of a locally-rooted social business. The award also
acknowledges LIXIL’s measures in partnership with international institutions and NGOs to advocate for
the establishment of sanitation infrastructure, as well as other contributions to addressing issues through
its business activities, such as the “Toilets for All” campaign1 to donate one simplified toilet system for
every shower toilet sold in Japan.
LIXIL Chief Public Affairs Officer, Jin Montesano, commented: “One in three people in the world today live
without access to a safe and sanitary toilet. This is a statistic that brings with it a devastating human cost.
LIXIL believes everyone deserves the right to a safe, clean toilet, and has been striving to provide

1 LIXIL ran its Toilets for All campaign ran for the second time in 2018, donating one SATO product for every LIXIL shower toilet sold in Japan
between April and September.
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sustainable solutions such as SATO to make this a reality. We are tremendously proud that these activities
have been recognized with a Japan SDGs Award. We hope to continue improving quality of life for
people throughout the world.”
Of the approximately 2.3 billion people that lack access to a safe and sanitary toilet, around 900 million
live in conditions that require them to regularly defecate outdoors. LIXIL has established Global
Sanitation & Hygiene as one of the pillars of its Corporate Responsibility Strategy, and is aiming to
improve the sanitary environment for 100 million people by 2020.
In addition to the SATO range of toilets, LIXIL is currently developing other products, such as micro-flush
and portable toilet systems, to provide sanitation systems suited to the characteristics and needs of
different environments. LIXIL also actively cooperates with external organizations to address sanitation
issues. Recent initiatives include the “Make a Splash! Toilets for All” program with UNICEF, and a strategic
partnership with the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation for trials of a “reinvented toilet.” LIXIL also
continues its advocacy initiatives, including delivering a keynote address on “The Sanitation Economy” at
a roundtable discussion hosted by the Toilet Board Coalition held in Davos, Switzerland in January 2018.
LIXIL will continue its technology development and awareness activities for areas that lack sanitation
facilities, and contribute to the realization of a sustainable society.

-Ends-

About LIXIL
LIXIL makes pioneering water and housing products that solve everyday, real-life challenges, making better homes a reality for everyone,
everywhere. Drawing on our Japanese heritage, we create world-leading technology and innovate to make high quality products that
transform homes. But the LIXIL difference is how we do this; through meaningful design, an entrepreneurial spirit, a dedication to
improving accessibility for all, and responsible business growth. Our approach comes to life through industry leading brands, including
INAX, GROHE, American Standard, and TOSTEM. Over 70,000 colleagues operating in more than 150 countries are proud to make
products that touch the lives of more than a billion people every day.

LIXIL Group Corporation (TSE Code: 5938) is the listed holding company for LIXIL’s portfolio of businesses.
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